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The Milindapahatika :
Edition and Analytical Study

Teerachoot Kerdkaew

Abstract

The objectives of the research are to edit, translate, and study various
aspects of Milindapafihatika including its content, value, presentation method,
as well as literary style.

The research found that Milindapafihatika is mainly composed of six
parts: 1) Gantharambhakatha, the introduction of the scripture’s composition,
2) Pakinnaka vacanavannana, the explanation of difficult words and sentences,
3) Jatakuddharana, the narration of Buddha’s and Devadatta’s past, 4)
Gathasariipa, the summary of chapters in the scripture, 5) Sankhayasaripa,
the classification of interesting topics in the scripture, and 6) Nigamanakatha,
the postscript. The author of Milindapafihatika applied six kinds of explanation
techniques: 1) Sambandha, to explain roles of the vocabulary, 2) Pada, to describe
what is mentioned in Pada, 3) Padattha, to explain meaning of samples from
Pada, 4) Padaviggaha, to analyze meaning and roots of the vocabulary, 5) Jodana,
to ask questions, and 6) Parihara, to answer the questions.

The literary style of Milindapafhatika includes both prosaic and poetic
styles. Its language, Lankan Pali, was written concisely and uniquely.
The scripture promotes sustainability of Buddism, prevents discrepancies of
Buddha's teaching, and serves as the source of various kinds of knowledge such
as medications.

Keyword : Milindapafihatika, Buddism, Edit
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