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The Existence of the Way of Life, Traditions,
Rituals and Beliefs of Thai - Khmer Ethnic Group
at Pongnamrong District, Chanthaburi Province

Narongrit Suksawat
4 )
Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) settlements and historical development 2)
ways of life, traditions, rituals and beliefs 3) roles and status of traditions of the
Thai-Khmer ethnic group at Pongnamron District, Chanthaburi province. The
methodology of qualitative research in folklore was used for data collection. The
research revealed that the Thai-Khmer group at Pongnamron district, Chantaburi
province are the ethnic group as same as the Khmer who live in Cambodia and
Southern Isan of Thailand. The previous living has divided their brotherhood into
two groups that separate the culture and cut off the existing between them.

The ways of life of the Thai-Khmer group in mentioned area are simple; they
are friendly, live together in the village and have Khmer language for the communication
among them. They pay respect to “San Na Ta” the shrine of their ancestor located
in central of village. Inadditinn, they have various forms for their traditions, rituals
and beliefs. For example, they believe in “KruKamnurd”; everyone is born witn
their personal god to protect. “OojPua” is their identity; it is special treatment by
using fire for medication. “San Kwai” is ritual to sacrifice guardian spirit of paddy
field. Moreover, there is a tradition for life sacred “KaeKrua” to exorcise. The
conditions of existence of their traditions are three characteristics. First, it is
preserved and to be modified to suit their community. Second, it is disappeared and
remain the narrative. The last is invented to reflect context of community. The
rituals and beliefs have great influence to the community in order to refine the

members according to the norms of society.

Keywords : Thai — Khmer, Existence, Way of Life, Rituals, Beliefs
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